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IT is stated that the managers of the Sun Fire Insurance 
Company of London, having realized a handsome profit 
on its year’s business, have voted a gratuity of fifteen per 
cent to all its officers, clerks, messengers, etc., at its vari- 
ous offices. When the Sun gets fairly at work in this 
country, and finds that thereby it makes a loss on its 
transactions, as so many companies have done, we wonder 
if these officers, clerks, messengers, etc., who have received 


.this gratuity will assess themselves fifteen per cent to 


make up the deficiency. It is a poor rule that will not 
work both ways. In a bad year these employees will 
probably work harder ‘and render more efficient service 
than in a prosperous year, and get less pay. Nevertheless, 
the policy of rewarding zeal and faithfulness whenever it 
can be afforded is one to be commended to all employers, 
and need not be confined to insurance offices. 





THE application of the Fire Commissioners of New York 
foran extra appropriation of $84,818, to enable them to 
duplicate eight engine and two hook and ladder companies 
in the busiest part of the city, should not pass unheeded. 
The Commissioners are not in the habit of asking for any- 
thing unreasonable, but are quick to see the perils to 
which the city is subject and to point out the remedy. 
When they do this they do all in their power, and if their 
warning goes unheeded the responsibility must rest with 
others. One of the greatest perils threatening property 
lies in the possibility of two or three fires of magnitude 
occurring simultaneously, and when all the available ap- 
paratus is required forthe extinguishment of one. It is but a 
short time since that three large fires occurred nearly at 
the same hour, and the loss by these was undoubtedly 
quadrupled because the apparatus could not be instantly 
spared from one to attend another. It is to provide for 
such emergencies that the Commissioners ask for duplicate 
apparatus to be stationed in the present houses located in 
the most dangerous localities. The fire department is one 
of the protective branches of the city government that 
cannot be neglected with impunity. While it is now very 
efficient, greater efficiency is required in consequence of 





the changed conditions of our buildings, which makes 
them so much more liable to burn than formerly, and so 
dangerous to all property in their vicinity. 





A PARAGRAPH is going the rounds to the effect that an 
insurance agent at West Carthage, N. Y., recently cancelled 
all his policies in that place because the citizens refused to 
adopt proper means to protect their property from fire. In 
this instance, if the report be true, the agent has shown 
more pluck and determination than the companies them- 
selves are wont to do. We remember several instances 
where they have threatened to withdraw from a locality 
under similar conditions, but not one where the threat was 
carried out. Almost every week we publish one or more 
items relative to the defective water supply or fire equip- 
ment of some city or village; but the companies go right 
on taking risks there just the same, and at just as low rates 
as are offered where the fire protection is first-class. If the 
companies could be brought to unite in demanding that 
propertyowners shall take ordinary and reasonable pre- 
cautions to prevent loss by fire before consenting to insure 
for them, our fire departments would speedily be placed 
on a more efficient footing. 





THE Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company has 
been made the butt of much adverse criticism on account of 
its real estate investments. The managers of this great com- 
pany have for several years allowed all fault-finding attacks 
made against it on this basis to pass by unnoticed, confi- 
dent that time would prove to the policyholders the value 
of the company’s real estate investments. The time has 
now arrived when the world can see the wisdom of the com. 
pany’s course. Jacob L. Greene, president of the com- 
pany, has prepared and issued a circular showing the re- 
sults of real estate sales effected during the past two 
years and a half. When it can be stated that property 
which cost in the aggregate $1,799,429 (the cost covering 
the face of the loans, defaulted interest and foreclosure ex- 
penses) has been sold for $2,180,047, even the most pre- 
judiced person must admit the foresight of the manage- 
ment in making these investments in the face of criticism 
from all sides. The property covered by these sales was 
appraised in 1879 under the direction of the Insurance 
Commissioner of Connecticut at only $1,595,708. 





THE duplication .of the names of fire insurance come 
panies frequently leads to confusion and grave mistakes , 
not only in the newspapers but among insurers. Aglance 
at any full list of insurance companies will show that a 
single title sometimes serves for half a dozen different com- 
panies located inas many different States. In The Pocket 
Index, for instance, we find seven companies that incorpo- 
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rate the word “ American” in their title; there are three 
“Citizens”; several designated ‘“‘Commerce” and “ Com- 
mercial”; nine whose title embraces the word “ Firemens ”; 
while there are thirteen that take in the word “ German.” 
These are only examples. The originators of these com- 
panies must be weak in their inventive faculties or else 
possessed of a deliberate determination to trade on the 
name and fame of other corporations. It is unfortunate 
that atitle fora company cannot be registered, like a trade- 
mark, andtits use by would-be imitators prohibited. Of late, 
however, the laws enacted do not seem to recognize any 
rights of insurance companies or afford them much pro- 
tection to either their titles or their funds, but leaves them 
at the mercy of adventurers and swindlers. 





“ TAKE no thought for to-morrow.” A great many per- 
sons have lived up and are living up only too literally to 
this injunction of the holy scriptures, living merely for 
to-day and making no provision for the future. But the 
above passage, it is said, does not convey strictly the real 
sentiment of the original thought. The revised edition of 
the New Testament puts it more correctly: “ Be not anx- 
ious for to-morrow.” Man is urged to exercise fore- 
thought and make all possible provision for the future, 
whose coming is inevitable. Having prepared, with all 
reasonable assurance, to-day for the necessities of to-mor- 
row, he should not give way to petty business anxieties, 
which, if pondered over incessantly, not only sour and 
render unhappy present existence, but tend greatly to 
shorten life. He lives longest, all things else being equal, 
who, having earned a comfortable competence to meet 
present wants, and assured himself, through judicious in- 
vestment, that his family will not be reduced to penury in 
the event of his death, lives contentedly and temperately, 
striving to spread sunshine among all with whom he comes 
in contact. These privileges are not denied to even the 
ordinary day-laborer. No stronger assurance to meet the 
wants of dependent ones in the future of this life can be 
obtained than a policy in an old and stanch life insurance 
company. Possessed of this, man need borrow no anxiety 
for to-morrow, for, let him invest in the right company and 
pay premiums regularly and promptly, and a comfortable 
sum must be forthcoming to his heirs as soon as death oc- 
curs; or, in the event of financial distress before the death 
of the policyholder, the policy has a cash surrender value 
payable at any time. 





THE Annual Convention of the State-Firemen’s Associa- 
tion, at Rochester, last week, was the means of assembling 
the largest number of volunteer firemen ever gathered 
together in this State. There were over 200 delegates 
from different companies present during the convention, 
while in the parade, on Friday, there were some seventy 
companies in line, with their apparatus, including not less 





than 5000 men. Rochester gave them a cordial welcome. 
The streets were gayly decked with bunting, evergreens 
and mottoes, and, by proclamation of the Mayor, the day 
was made a general holiday. The convention itself was an 
interesting one, while the exhibition of fire apparatus anq 
department supplies was the most extensive ever made, 
There was a commendable rivalry between the Visiting 
companies as to their appearance, marching, etc., and the 
behavior of the men during their stay demonstrated that the 
confidence of the citizens in their sobriety and gentlemanly 
conduct was not misplaced. A competitive drill between 
seven companies was a feature of the occasion that 
attracted many thousands of spectators to the Driving 
Park, and elicited hearty commendations. Trials of 
engines, hose, playpipes, extinguishers, fire-escapes, exten. 
sion ladders, etc., were also attractive features. These 
things combined tend to show the wonderful improvement 
that has been made of late years in the morale as well as 
the machinery of the fire service. State associations are 
doing a good work in this direction, and are deserving of 
encouragement at the hands of underwriters and all other 
good citizens. The National Association of Fire Engineers 
will convene at Cincinnati September 12, on which occa- 
sion the National Board should be represented as hereto. 
fore. 





WHILE our people have always favored immigration, and 
have extended a cordial welcome to the people of all 
nations who desired to locate among us, it must be con- 
ceded that certain ones that have come to us, especially of 
late, are not among the most desirable additions to our 
population. The large cities, notoriously New York, re- 
ceive the dregs of this immigration, consisting of the idle 
and vicious, inherently opposed to honest labor, but de- 
pending upon the opportunities offered by concentrated 
population for pillage and plunder. Russia has been es- 
pecially liberal in furnishing us with immigrants of vicious 
tendencies, who make the cities their homes instead of con- 
tributing the labor of their hands to the development of 
our agricultural resources in’ the West, where so many 
thousands of uncultivated acres wait but for human energy 
and enterprise to become productive and profitable. These 
Russian immigrants are naturally of a vindictive nature, 
made more so by oppression athome. They are of a class 
that has been under a ban wherever they have sought an 
existence, and in this country some of them have already 
been proscribed by fire underwriters, because of the moral 
hazard that attends their occupancy of insured buildings. 
The recent additions to this objectionable population are 
liable to increase the fire hazards materially at no distant 
day. In Russia, one of the popular methods of avenging 
an injury is to set fire to the premises of the aggressor, and 
many of the numerous destructive fires that occur in that 
country, involving not unfrequently the burning of nearly 
entire villages, are due to the torch of the incendiary. This 
is a practice that we are not under the necessity of importing, 
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for, unfortunately, the crime of arson is already familiar to 
ys. The immigrants, whose recent arrival we refer to, have 
already given evidence that they have little respect for the 
laws of the country, and by unprovoked assaults upon those 
who were feeding and befriending them, have given some 
insight into their true characters. Where opportunities 
have been offered them to go to distant sections to labor 
upon farms, they have refused the offers, preferring to hang 
about the cities and take their chances of picking up a 
livelihood by less creditable methods. They have even 
demanded of their benefactors the means with which to 
start in business, and, when refused, have resorted to vio- 
lence. Such persons are not calculated to make good 
citizens. As they have a natural inclining to commercial 
pursuits, they will eventually turn up as small merchants in 
various cities and villages, and underwriters will do well to 
keep a watchful eye over them, lest over-insurance tempt 
their natural cupidity, and involve the companies in heavy 
losses. Immigration has, doubtless, been a good thing for 
this country, but when the nations of Europe spew upon 
our shores their criminal and vicious classes, it would seem 
to be about time to place some restrictions upon immigra- 
tion and to receive only such as promise to become indus- 
trious and desirable citizens. We fully appreciate the worth 


-of our foreign-born population, but at the same time we 


recognize that there is as great a distinction between 
honest men and criminals in one natiouality as another, 
and it is only against the reception in our midst of the 
vicious and criminal classes that we protest. This coun- 
try, we trust, will always be ready to receive honest labor, 
enterprise and intelligence, regardless of what land may 
have given it birth, but we have already an abundant crop 
of the dissolute and crime-stained classes. 


UNCONSTITUTIONAL LEGISLATION. 


HERE is no question but many of the laws passed 

by State legislatures are in violation either of the 
Constitution of the United States or of the constitution of 
the State wherein such laws are enacted. Many of these 
impose restrictions upon insurance companies that seriously 
interfere with their transaction of business, or impose pecu- 
niary burdens upon them that are discriminating and irk- 
some. Each year’s legislation adds to these restrictions 
and pecuniary burdens, until it is a matter for surprise that 
the companies submit to them. Indeed, the spirit of re- 
bellion is abroad, and several companies are protesting 
against these unconstitutional laws. In some of the South- 
ern States a large deposit is exacted from the companies 
in addition to exorbitant license fees. Lately several com- 
panies have withdrawn from those States rather than make 
the deposit demanded. In Connecticut, other companies are 
combatting in the courts certain forms of taxation that are 
imposed by the reciprocal laws of that State, while in New 
York they are contesting the validity of the two per cent 
tax for the benefit of the relief funds of volunteer fire de- 





partments. While it is good to see the companies protest- 
ing against State laws that they deem unjust and uncon- 
stitutional, it would be far easier, in our judgment, to fight 
them all-at once, by asking Congress to establish a National 
Bureau of Insurance. We have no doubt but Congress 
has the constitutional right to do this, and believe the 
Supreme Court will sustain such legislation. We are 
familiar with all the arguments that have been brought to 
bear in the past in opposition to our belief, but we are still 
unconvinced. There are many prominent underwiiters, as 
well as able lawyers, who hold that fire insurance is a neces- 
sary factor of commerce, and, as such, clearly within the 
control of commerce. Among the provisions contained in 
the early part of Article 1, Section 8, in defining the powers 
of Congress, the Constitution of the United States says 
that body shall have power “To regulate commerce with 
foreign nations, and among the several States, and with the 
Indian tribes.” With this provision of the Constitution 
before the eyes of the States, their legislatures have not 
ventured to legislate local State custom houses into ex- 
istence, to compel vessels to make entry, or to collect of 
owners or freighters taxes, customs, fees, licenses, or dues 
of any kind. And yet, following the lead of the State of 
New York, most of the States have by law created State 
Insurance Departments, and make them “ ports of entry” 
for one department of trade and commerce, to wit, insur- 
ance. 

We get a charter for a steamship company and pay in 
the capital, purchase a vessel, and offer her for freight and 
traffic. In time she is loaded with goods, wares and mer- 
chandise, and is ready to sail. We then get the vessel and 
freight insured, and the owners insure their goods. These 
transactions combined are treated as and are called “ trade 
and commerce,” because they are commercial transactions 
which, occurring between the several States of the United 
States, shall not be interfered with by individual States. The 
insuring of the vessel is as necessary to commerce as it is 
to buy the vessel. If buying a vessel is a commercial trans- 
action, then the insuring of that vessel is another commer- 
cial transaction. So also in the case of insuring freight 
money, and owners insuring their goods against the perils 
of the sea or transportation by land. Where comes the 
right or the power of a State to open or establish ports of 
entry for insurance companies coming from other States, 
any more than for vessels and their cargoes ? 

Insurance companies are beginning to realize that insur- 
ance transactions are a part of commerce, and when the 
business is transacted by and between the citizens of differ- 
ent States no state has any power to interfere. An insur- 
ancé department is no more and no less than a custom 
house applied to one branch of “ commerce. 

More than this: the insurance companies contend that 
the statute laws of a State must be found upon their own 
pages, and that looking into the statute of New York, and 
finding a particular law there, does not interline itself, nor 
can it be interlined into the pages of the Connecticut 
statutes or the statutes of any other State. Therefore, 
when the legislature of Connecticut, in her statute, says: 
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“No person shall in this State act as agent of any insurance 
company or association organized under the laws of any 
other State until he shall have in all respects complied 
with the laws of this State,” and then on the same page 
follows another section which undertakes to define what 
the laws of Connecticut are, viz: “ Every insurance com- 
pany or association incorporated by or organized under 
the laws of any other State, and admitted to transact busi- 
ness in this State, and each agent of such insurance com- 
pany, shall pay the same fees and taxes to the Treasurer 
of this State as are imposed by such other State upon any 
similar insurance company incorporated by or organized 
under the laws of this State, or upon the agents of any 
such insurance companies transacting business in such 
State,” such words are not laws, because nothing is law 
under the statutes of a State which is not to be found upon 
its pages. All laws must be explicit and not inferential, 
nor dependent upon laws enacted somewhere else. The 
statute laws of Connecticut must be found upon the pages 
of her own statutes, and searching the statute books of 
other States for their laws is of no avail when Connecticut 
seeks to collect money, or to inflict fines, or to punish under 
them. 


To bring these issues to a final head, the leading fire in. 
surance companies of New York State doing business in 
Connecticut have bolted, and this year employed Hon. 
Henry C. Robinson, of Hartford, to manage the case. Re- 
cently Mr. Robinson paid to the Treasurer of Connecticut 
the license fees, taxes and other dues claimed, but paid 
them under a formal protest, alleging that the laws men- 
tioned were unconstitutional, and that he should sue the 
Treasurer as an officer, and individually, for the return of 
the money, carrying the case to the Supreme Court of the 
United states for final adjudication if necessary. 

There are twenty-five fire insurance companies of New 
York and Brooklyn doing business in Connecticut, and each 
one was obliged to pay the demands of the State Treas- 
urer, or the Insurance Commissioner would turn them out 
of the State. To save their business in Connecticut and 
preserve their right of action, they paid under protest. 
Already the Supreme Courts of at least two states have 
declared such legislation as that of Connecticut—called re- 
ciprocal or “ retaliatory ”"—to be unconstitutional, and the 
courts of Connecticut will unquestionably reiterate this 
view. Certainly the Supreme Court of the United States 
will do so should the case ever reach that tribunal, an event 
we do not anticipate. 


By a law of this State all foreign and other State com- 
panies doing business here are taxed two per cent on their 
receipts, for the benefit of the relief funds of volunteer fire 
departments. This is a discriminating “tax, and unques- 
tionably unconstitutional. The insurance companies are 
made the medium for collecting this tax from’ those pru- 
dent property-owners who insure their property, while the 
reckless owner of property who does not insure is not re- 
quired to payit. The trustees of the New York Volunteer 
Fire Department Relief Fund have brought suit in the 





Supreme Court against A. P. M. Roome, representing the 
Revere Fire Insurance Company, of Boston, to recover 
taxes alleged to be due under this law. Arguments have 
been submitted on both sides, but the decision of the court 


has not yet been handed down. 


Every State blessed with an insurance department has 
laws quite as obnoxious as those referred to. The simplest 
way to overcome them all is for the companies to unite in 
asking Congress to recognize fire insurance as a necessary 
factor of commerce, and to enact laws to regulate its inter. 
State transactions. It is better to have one code of laws 
and one bureau of supervision than a code and a bureau in 
every State, the laws and the practice of each differing 
from those of every other. The mere matter of deposits 
in the several States is an item that absorbs a large amount 
of capital, and, by withdrawing it from the general fund, 
by so much weakens each company. In the emergency of 
a great conflagration in New York, the deposits made by 
companies in other States would not be available to pay 
their losses here, while policyholders who had lost their 
property might be suffering for their money. A simple 
deposit of a sufficient sum to guarantee the good intentions 
of a company should entitle it to do business in any sec. 
tion of the country, in conformity with a national code of 
laws enacted for the government of all insurance trans. 
actions. We believe it entirely feasible to secure national 
legislation on the subject, and a national bureau of super. 
vision to supersede State supervision, if the companies will 
but unite to ask for it. 








SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 


THE list of insurance on the Hardman, Dowling & Peck piano factory, 
lately burned, is a curiosity. On the building there is a fair proportion of 
represented companies, but_on the machinery and stocks the represented 
offices are few and far between. In fact, in raising the usual committees 
to take charge of the loss, it was next to an impossibility to find enough 
companies authorized to do business in the city to constitute a commit- 
tee to look after the stock interests. We find such a hodge-podge as 
the Imperial and Northern, Argentine of Colorado, Bowery of New York, 
East Texas, City of London and Lebanon Mutual, which all our readers 
will recognize as covering the two extremes of quality. 


« * * 


Tue Barbour Flax Spinning Company’s building in Paterson, N. J., is 
described in the policy forms used on the property as “fire-proof.” That 
Suggests the question whether in the event of a loss by fire the company 
might not claim that the description was erroneous and voided the policy. 
Being described as “‘ fire proof,” how can it be true if the building burns 
in whole orin part? If nottrue, then the companies might decline to pay, 
on ground of misrepresentation. 


ae % i 
THERE is more or less friction in this city in relation to the proper and 
effective method of cancellation of policies. Three-quarters of the com- 


panies are content with the service of notice on the brokers, without 4. 


tender of réturn premium. The balance vary the programme by sending 
registered letter notices to the assured, or sending a tender of retom 
premiums by a messenger. Then the deduction of commission when 
settling wit. the assured enters in as another complicating question, as 
many persons ictuse to submit to it. The most vexatious feature of 
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the whole business is recovering possession of policies for which no 
premium has ever been received. In these cases the companies usually 
expend a large percentage of the premium before effecting a can- 


cellation. 8 8 8 

Tue new Mutual Fire has barely escaped another $20,000 loss—this 
time on the Hardman, Dowling & Peck piano factory. Their policy for 
that amount was cancelled only three days before the fire, and it must 
have been a tremendous relief to the eminently respectable dry-goods 
merchants and others who have put up their money to guarantee the policies 
of the Mutual when they learned that their company was off. This incident, 
together with the Hecker fire, will probably teach the Mutual directors 
that in trying experiments with fire insurance they cannot safely ignore 
either the traditions or the practice of the older stock companies. We 
fancy that these lessons may he for the good of the company. 


* * * 


TuERE is a disposition to poke fun at Henry H. Hall, of the National 
Fire, because of his appointment as manager of the Northern of Eng- 
land, and the saying is that he has already consigned to the flames several 
barrels of manuscript sermons and speeches, directed against foreign 
companies, the originals of which he has delivered before legislative com- 
mittees and State Conventions. This is most cruel sarcasm. Doubtless 
Mr. Hall, as the practical manager of a small local company, saw many 
points of antagonism between his interests and those of foreign com- 
tpanies. These ‘‘ points” remain, but Mr. Hall personally will never see 
he other side of the controversy. We wonder how many men in his 
position would have refused the Northern merely for consistency’s sake ? 


*% * * 


Ir the Insurance Department seriously intends to enforce its ruling 
‘upon the subject of the advertisements of foreign companies which con- 
tain statements of assets other than those held in New York, it should 
take a look over the interior papers found in any respectable reading- 
room in this city. It would be invidious to mention particulars, but we 
have within a week seen at least ten papers which contain advertisements 
of foreign companies, padded with the objectionable figures prohibited 
by the department. In sober truth, the department has a heavier con- 
tract on its hands than it can carry out. The law does not contemplate 
any such wholesale restriction, and the sooner this ruling is suspended 
the better. 


« + — 


AsouT a week ago there was quite a commotion, late in the afternoon 
—caused by arumor, which flew like wild-fire from office, to office that the 
Ansonia Clock Works were on fire. It was a canard. 


* *% * 


Tue Pennsylvania Insurance Company of Pittsburgh is the latest 
candidate for New York honors. It is somewhat surprising to mention 
this company, as there is another old office of strength and fame already 
here from Philadelphia. The Jocal legislation should prohibit such 
anomalies as two companies of identical names in one State. Itisa 
repetition of the Peoples of Newark and Peoples of Trenton, from New 
Jersey The public would be saved much confusion by such a law. 


* * * 


Tue Local Beard of Underwriters has declared that under certain con- 
ditions the use of a gas stove is no extra hazard in small manufacturing 
tisks in this city. We are advised that various brokers evade the direct 
language of the board by widening this privilege far beyond its in- 
tended meaning, and thus obtain policies on risks, at extra hazardous 
fates, which are properly chargeable as specials. The secretary of a com- 
pany complains that he has lost several risks lately, by refusing to accept 
forms which permit a larger use of gas stoves than is permitted by the 
board rules. If officers will scrutinize forms closely, they will detect at 
once these variations on shirt and clothing factories. 


* * % 


We are informed that various New Orleans and other out-of-town com- 
panies are writing policies on the Hudson river stores in this city at 
sixty-five cents, whereas the tariff rate is seventy-five cents. These ‘‘ cuts,” 
, have no appreciable effect on the companies here, as they are all 











able to fill their lines at the tariff. It only shows how foolish it is for the 
outsiders to compete by reducing the rates. 


aw % <2 


THE Local Board regular monthly meeting in August was enlivened 
by a scene in which Mr. Driggs, of the Williamsburgh City, was the cen- 
tral figure. He was warming up to a very entertaining talk, but was un- 
fortunately interrupted just as he was beginning to be interesting. What 
a pity! 

% % * 

THERE was a considerable loss at Highland Mills, Florida, last week, 
in which several of our small but respectable locals were interested. Still 
they go on insuring Florida risks as if they were fire-proof, and at low 
rates, 








INSURANCE MATTERS ABROAD. 


THERE were at end of last census 359 centenarians living in Prussia, 
viz.: 128 men and 231 women. 

‘* GUARANTEEING” or insuring rents is a new venture in Paris. Pre- 
vious attempts in this line have failed. 

INCANDESCENT electric lighting for theatres, and the complete doing 
away with open lights, is recommended by the Royal Berlin Academy of 
Architecture. 

‘*The Confessions of a Woman” is not as its title might lead to sup- 
pose, asensational novel, but a German work written for the advancement 
of life insurance. Pm 3 

THERE is so little doing at present in shares of French insurance com- 
panies that the Banque Générale des Assurances has decided to reduce its 
capital by one-half. 

Tue Syndicate General of the French insurance companies have ad- 
dressed circulars to the agents stating that they will no longer pay small 
losses due to negligence and stupidity. 

Tue Hamburg Marine Insurance Company has gone into liquidation, 
after paying a final dividend of 342 marks per share. Within a few years 
dividends to the total of 250 per cent were paid out. 

Tue ‘‘Crédit Lyonnais” has not been very fortunate with its backing- 
up of two insurance companies, Le Monde and La Caise Paternelle. 
It now intends to get rid of its insurance stock at any price. 

Tue “horrible Pasha” is, it seems, destined to have some little effect 
on the insurance business. The insurances on the lives lost during the 
massacre and on the buildings destroyed during the bombardment must 
eventually be settled by diplomacy. 

FirE ballooas are not to be encouraged. One which was sent up bya 
small circus near Spandau, Germany, set two farm houses on fire. The 
balloon was full of wadding, saturated with petroleum. The manager of 
the circus was arrested and imprisoned for one month, with costs. 

Some of the German papers contain articles against the London Lloyd's 
method of evading payment of policies, and calling attention that Lloyd’s 
is composed of an association of underwriters, each acting for self, only 
guaranteed for £5000 each, and that instances of failure to pay have been 
numerous. 

THE provisions of the new Italian law for insurance contains some im- 
portant modifications. Insurance on the life of a third person, in whose 
life the contractor has no interest, is invalid. The insurer is not bound to 
pay when death is the result of a judicial execution, a duel or a suicide, 
or in consequence of a crime. 

Tue burning of asummer theatre—the “Arcadia,” in St. Petersburg, 
did not involve, very luckily, fire insurance companies. A policy ofa 
Russian company ran out the day before, and the architect of the ‘‘ Baltic” 
neglected to come for the purpose of reporting on the risk until the build- 
ing was a heap of ashes. 

ExpLosions from petroleum in Prussia numbered 106 in cities and only 
seven in the country during last year. Matches caused 244 in cities and 
298 in the country. This frequency of fire from matches ought to bring 
about some regulation for their use or manufacture. Why are not the 
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Swedish safety matches more employed. Not only children and careless 
people, but rats, etc., contribute to make havoc with these useful but dan- 
gerous articles. 


Tue Union of German Private Fire Insurance Companies, to which 
thirteen companies belong, had to register 19,559 fires in 1881, or 252 more 
than in 1880. Twenty fires were owing to incendiarism on the part of the 
insured, and 124 on the part of strangers, but incendiarism was presumed 
in the former case in 257 instances and 1072 in the latter. 


Tue Germans are also beginning to exhibit some uneasiness at the de- 
velopment of the manufacture of combustibles in their cities. Labora- 
tories are also anything but safe things to have in a block of houses, as the 
fire in one in Vienna, which cost six lives, lately proved. ‘‘ Toy pistols,” 
** chamber fireworks,” ‘‘ Bengal matches,” etc., are largely advertised and 
sold, exactly where they will not ‘‘do the most good,” but harm. 

Most of the German life insurance companies would seem to have done 
an increase of business, according to the report of their condition at the 
end of 1881. The largest companies are the following : 








| Amount o 
Policies. | unt of 
| Insurance. 


Marks. 
575549 | 394,564,300 
‘ 92,818 228,850,353 
Stuttgart Bank ‘ 32,727 | 173,674,012 
Leipzig oo +s 31,390 170,719,500 
Lubeck 32,932 116,989.327 
EN ici nandenn snus cade wed nebiec bie wen 25,228 146,107,080 
Carlsruhe 28,504 112,533+694 











CORRESPONDENCE. 


CHICAGO. 


The Northern Appointments— Trouble Growing Out of the Transfer of the Agency 
of the United Firemens Insurance Company—A Visit to St. Louis, Cincinnati 
and Other Cities—The Alliance and its Prospects of Success—Notes and 
SF ottings. ° 

[FRoM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 

W. D. Crookg, the newly appointed Western manager of the Northern 
Assurance Company of London, is a man well known in this section and 
is considered an underwriter of large experience and good executive 
ability. Manager C. H. Case, of the Royal, has been unfortunate during 
the past year in losing two of his best field men. First J. L. Whitlock 
left him, to become Western manager of the Glens Falls, and now Mr. 
Crooke to take the Northern. The only conclusion is that he raises good 
specials. He will now have to startanewcrop. Mr. Crooke will run 
a local agency in connection with his department, and this will add one 
more to the already long list of local agencies, making forty-six in all, 
Mr. Crooke’s department embraces Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, Iowa, 
Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, Colorada, Wyoming and Dakota. He 
will commence operations about October 1. The appointment of Mr. Hal 
in the East created some surprise here, as he has been such a pro- 
nounced opponent of foreign companies in this country. 

The transfer of the agency of the United Firemens Insurance Com- 
pany from George P. Treadway to R. S. Critchell & Co., which was noted 
in these columns some weeks ago, will probably cause considerable 
trouble. Mr. Treadway says that the secretary of the company promised 
him that there should be no change before January next, and he has 
brought suit for $5000 against the company for breach of contract. He 
also brought suit against the president of the company and the Messrs. 
Critchell for a like sum. The United Firemens was the only company 
Mr. Treadway represented, and this practically cuts him out of business 
as an agent. It is stated, however, that he had no written contract with 
the company. 

Since my last letter, I have had occasion to visit St. Louis, Louisville, 
Cincinnati, Dayton, Columbus, Indianapolis and Toledo. In most of 
these cities the underwriting prospects are bright. There is a want of 
harmony in the Indianapolis Board, which it is to be hoped will be recti- 
fied very soon. A compact and manager would do more good than any- 
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thing else. The St. Louis Board seems to be in good working order but 
I heard some little dissatisfaction expressed at the iron-clad character of 
some of its fundamental rules, which I think could be remedied without 
any trouble. Some of the St. Louis agents are confident that they have 
the best system of rules that have ever been put together, and are very 
sure that they cannot be improved upon. Some day the delusion will 
leave them and they will see things in their true light. 

This being vacation time, many members of the fraternity are out of the 
city, and nothing is being done to put in operation the new code of rules 
which, it is hoped, will unite the local agents of this city in one Organiza. 
tion. There is no question as to the success of this ‘ Alliance,” and | 
shall be very much surprised if it is not put in operation shortly. 

D. B. Warner, of the Phoenix of London, is in New York and is said 
to be perfecting arrangements for opening a Western department of the 
Phoenix in this city. Mr. Warner will be associated with another gentle. 
man from New York in the management thereof. DELTA, 

CHICAGO, August 1g, 1882. 





CANADA. 


Contesting the Provincial Tax—A Sudden Death Claim—Accident Insurance in Can- 
ada—A New Competitor in This Line—W. M. Macpherson. 


[FROM OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 

THE all-absorbing topic here at present is, of course, the Provincial tax, 
Until lately but little had been done by the companies in relation to it, 
but on the 17th inst. a meeting was held, which was attended by 
representatives of almost every company, without exception. The result 
was an agreement by all the companies to unite in resisting, the expenses 
to be shared in proportion to the amount claimed to be collectable from 
each company for the principal tax, and the additional ones for Montreal 
and Quebec. A document to this effect is to be circulated for signature. 
It was reported at this meeting that the efforts which had been made to in- 
duce the Government to agree to a test case had entirely failed. The Pro- 
vincial Treasurer had, however, expressed his willingnessto accept the 
amounts claimed, under protest, and to proceed against some one company 
as a test case, the money to be returned should the act be declared uncon- 
Stitutional. Several persons present expressed grave doubts as to the pos- 
sibility of ever recovering the money, if it once got into the hands of the 
government. The previous experience in the stamp case was decidedly 
unsatisfactory, and not such as to reflect any honor on the Quebec gov- 
ernment. It was, moreover, pointed out that if thirty-nine of the forty 
companies paid, it would be to the interest of the Government to drop that 
individual case altogether, or to letit drag for years. A line of action was 
finally decided upon, but for obvious reasons it is considered desirable to 
keep all such matters quiet for the present. Of one thing, however, your 
readers may be sure, the case will be carried to the Privy Council in Eng- 
land if necessary. 

The following docunient was lately served on all companies in Montreal, 
and similar ones on their Quebec agencies : 

Direct TAXES ON COMMERCIAL CORPORATIONS. 
45 Vic., Cap. 22. 
The —— Insurance Company. 
To the Government of the Province of Quebec: 

For annual taxes due 3d July, 1882, and payable in the Revenue Dis- 

trict of Montreal, under the Act 45 Vic., Cap. 22, viz.: 


1. Principal tax (life)...... 
2. Additional tax 


To the Above-named Corporation : 

Take notice, that having failed to pay the above-mentioned sum on oF 
since the 3d of July, 1882, you are hereby required, within fifteen days 
from the date hereof, to pay the same to me at my office, and that in de- 
fault thereof suit will be brought for the recovery of the same, in pursu- 
ance of sections 6 and 7 of the act above mentioned. 

W. B. Lampe, License Inspector. 
License Inspector's Office, MONTREAL, August g, 1882. 

A slight breeze was created here among the fire companies by a charge 
made by the manager of a Canadian fire company against the Scottish 
Union and National, of breaking the agreement as to rates, by allowing ten 
per cent commission to the assured. Two meetings were held, and the 
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result might have been disastrous to the combination had not explanaticns 
been made that it was entirely the mistake of a clerk in the Scottish Union 


We heard the other day of a very sudden death claim on one of our 
Canadian life companies. A young man passed an unexceptionable ex- 
gmination and a policy was issued, dated the second of this mouth, and 
on the fourth he was dead. The cause was sunstroke. As this occurred 
at Winnepeg, Manitoba, I dare say it will surprise some of your readers 
to know they can get up such heat there. 

From all accounts, the accident business done in Canada will take a 
great leap this year. We should not be surprised to see an increase of at 
Jeast fifty p r cent over the total premium income of last year. The prin- 
cipal increase will probably be in the home companies. One of these pre- 
dicts that its accident income will be trebled, if not quadrupled. By the 
way, does it not seem strange that we should have six companies here 
doing accident business, while you have only two and the agency of one 
ofourown companies? The latest news is that the Norwich and London 
Accident Insurance Company of Norwich, England, intends to begin 
business here. This will make the second British accident company that 
hasentered the Dominion. 

The lately-started Federal Life of Hamilton is doing business on an 
almost exclusive Methodist basis. How the idea will take the fancy 
of most people, and how it will succeed froma business point of view, are 
questions to be answered in the future. 

W. M. Macpherson has been appointed agent at Quebec of the Liver- 
pool and London and Globe and the Sun Life of Montreal, whose agen- 
cies were rendered vacant by the death of the late Mr. Riverin. Mr. Mac- 
pherson’s social position is such that he cannot fail to give the companies 
he represents a high standing in the community. 

Spencer Thomson, of the Standard, is expected out in a few days. 
Several of our prominent insurance men are absent, enjoying the cool 
breezes of the seaside, where the undersigned wishes he was. 

MonTREAL, August 18, 1882. CANADIAN. 








MISCELLANY. 


ADJUSTING FIRE LOSSES. 


HE following leaves from the experience of an old adjuster we ex- 

tract from the advance proofs of the work now in press entitled 
“Salvage: A Posthumous Collection of Sketches and Essays on Fire 
Insurance,” by the late Alfred J. Waters. The book is replete with 
interesting sketches, descriptions of character, and scenes in the life of 
an active, energetic underwriter, as Mr. Waters was well known to be 
His many warm friends will be glad to obtain so pleasant a souvenir as 
this volume prepared during the leisure moments of a busy life.—Epiror 
SPECTATOR. ] 

A Fire PREVENTED BY SPIRITS. 

In adjusting a dwelling loss recently an adjuster relates the following 
singular instance. He said the claimant was a sound, level-headed man 
not superstitious nor a believer in spiritualism. In speaking of his 
claim the claimant remarked: “ That hims-If and wife retired about ten 
o'clock in the evening, and, before leaving the sitting-room, left every- 
thing about the house apparently safe. Between one and two o'clock in 
the morning both suddenly awakened from a sound sleepand sat up in 
bed, without any apparent cause to waken them. Looking at the end of 
their bed-room, near the hall door, was the spectral, shadowy form of a 
woman beckoning them to follow. 1 looked at the figure,” said the 
claimant, ‘‘ as calmly and cooly as 1 now do. My wife seemed too par- 
alyzed to saya word, It was not a dream, for we were both wide awake ; 
neither could we have seen the fitful rays of the moon, for it was an in- 
tensely dark night, and the spectre or figure, whatever it was, seemed to 
stand out with a sort of dull, phosphorescent light, cloudily outlined 
against the darkness of the room. Quietly I got out of bed and walked 
toward it. As I approached, it gradually r-ceded and I followed. 
Through the hall it went to the sitting-room and then suddenly disap- 
peared. Fora minute I peered through the darkness of the hall, but 
Nothing was visible. Opening the sitting-room door I was horrified to 





see the same figure pointing downward to a large coal of fire, which had 
snapped out from the stove and had burned out a space on the carpet 
nearly a yard square. The sight of the fire made me forget the appari- 
tion, as by this time the fire, getting fresh air, was all in a blaze. Hastily 
shutting the door, I soon had water upon the fire, and rapidly extinguished 
it with what damage you see here” (po nting to a blackened room and a 
ruined carpet). ‘‘I cannot account for it,” said he, “only upon one 
theory, and that I can hardly demonstrate to you. I was an only child, 
and afew years ago my mother died. I belive it was her spirit that 
awakened us and undoubtedly saved our lives. It had an expression like 
her, and when it disappeared from the burning room the look of anxiety 
seemed to have faded from the face, and a quiet, contented expression 
took its place. After our fire my wife remarked: ‘That was your mother; 
I did not see her face until she turned into the hal, and then I saw it 
just as plain as I see you; but somehow or other I was too scared to say 
a word.’ You may not believe in spirits any more than I do,” remarked 
the claimant to the adjuster, ‘‘but I have given you the facts, and the 
fire shows for itself.” The loss was settled fora small amount. ‘‘ But 
ever since,” said the adjuster, ‘‘I have thought that perhaps there was 
more in the spirit influence than many men and scientists affect to be- 
lieve.” 


UNEXPLAINABLE IMPRESSIONS. 


The impression produced upon the brain of an individual by objects 
not within its immediate scope, and seemingly uncoatrolled by a partic- 
ular law, is, perhaps, within the experience of all. The business of a loss 
adjuster, dealing as it does with facts and circumstances hidden from 
view, and which are only brought to light by close search and investiga- 
tion, is often very materially modified and changed by previous impres- 
sions. From what source these impressions originate, or why they should 
attach themselves to one’s brain when no external facts afe present to 
bring them out, are questions not so easily answered. The impression 
one receives of another upoa first sight, or the conclusions of the mind 
when facts are narrated, are more easily accounted for. But what there 
is in a telegram of aloss, when the parties to the loss are to the adjuster un- 
known, which should impress the mind favorably or unfavorably toward 
the claimant, is a psychological feature hard to demonstrate. And yet 
there are those to whom such impressions manifest themselves, and, what 
is equally strange, they are generally supported by the facts which after- 
ward develop. 

In conversation with an old adjuster recently, in reply to the question, 
‘** Do you believe in the impressions formed as to the honesty of a claim 
before any facts are known concerning the loss?” he very emphatically 
declared his belief, and corroborated it by the following narration: 

‘** Severai years ago,” said he, ‘‘ I received a telegraphic notice of aloss in 
a Western town ona private barn. At that time I had had an unusual 
run of losses, and felt tired out and jaded down, and it may be that my 
physical fatigue hai something to do with my mental condition. 1 re- 
ceived the telegram at my room in the evening, and had scarcely read its 
import when I was very strongly impressed that there was something 
wrong with the loss. At that time about the on’y person in the town with 
whom I was acquainted was the local agent, so that no previously received 
knowledge could have influenced me in the least. The next day I arrived 
at the scene of the loss, and after exchanging the usual salutations with 
the agent, asked him - 

** What is there wrong about our loss? 

‘‘Wrong ?” exclaimed the agent. ‘Notathing. The loss is as straight 
asastring. The insured is a prominent member of the —— Church, and 
stands high in our community.’ 

‘‘ Notwithstanding this assurance, a sort of indescribable impression 
convinced me that the loss was a fraud. In a quiet manner I commenced 
working up the case and soon learned that the barn which had burned 
was a sort of elephant on the owners’ hands. The insured and his brother 
had put up the barn for the purpose of fitting and shipping horses to the 
Eastern market. The last few shipments had entailed a heavy loss, and 
the prospective market held out but few hopes of improvement. A short 
time previous to the fire they had discharged their stable hands and no 
one was about the barn but the owner. From the stable boy the informa- 
tion cropped out-that he had heard the brothers talk about the barn 
and the insurance, and the elder one remarked that the ‘insurance 
money would just let them out.’ Gradually the thread of circumstantial 
evidence slowly unraveled itself, revealing a chain of facts pointing 
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directly to the elder brother as the guilty party. After completing the 
trail I sent for the insured, and in my rooms commenced a quiet personal 
examination. As the questions bore more directly upon the dark features 
of the case a sort of ashen paleness o’erspread his countenance, and I 
knew I was face to face with the incendiary. Without even accusing him 
of burning the barn, I simply remarked that the company would not pay 
the loss. He manifested no surprise, and did not ask me for the reason: 
A nominal sum was paid him for the policy receipted in full, The only 
obligation he asked was that no one should know how the loss was 
settled. In the next issue of the county paper he published a card, thank- 
ing the company for their prompt settlement, and to the local agent 
warmly commended the adjuster for his gentlemanly treatment, This 
was several years ago. Often afterward I met him on the street, and, al- 
though he would greet me cordially, yet there seemed to be a shadow 
athwart his pathway which always remained, He is dead now, and I 
often think as I visit the town of the full chain of circumstantial evidence 
which all grew out of what we term impressions.” 


NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


General and Special Agents at Danville, Va. 


On August 11 a number of general and special agents met at Danville, 
Va., to consider the matter of rates ontobacco. The result of the meeting 
was the adoption of the following resolutions: 

Whereas, It has been clearly demonstrated that present rates in Dan- 
ville on tobacco risks are much too low to guarantee any profit to the 
Companies ; and, 

Whereas, The fact exists that few, if any, companies have made money 
on this class of business; but, on the contrary, are sadly behind ; There- 
fore, be it 

-esolved, That all rates on tobacco risks written in the City of Danville 
be advanced one-half of one per cent from this date. 

Resolved, That the local board of Danville be this day requested to con- 
vene and adopt this advance in rates. 

On the same day the local board at Danville met and adopted the 
advanced rates provided for in the above resolutions, The new rates went 


into effect on August 15. 





The Iron Shutter Obstruction. 
THAT iron shutters are an obstruction to the early extinguishment of fires, 
frequently impeding the work of the firemen till the flames have obtained 
uncontrollable headway, has been repeatedly demonstrated. Recogniz- 
ing this, fact, the New Orleans Board of Fire Underwriters recently 
adopted the following : 


Resolved, That from and after September 1 ensuing, all persons holding 
policies in the companies composing this board, and occupying buildings 
with iron shutters in the front and rear of said buildings, shall be and are 
hereby required to cause to be kept open, or to arrange so that they can 
be opened from the outside, at least one shutter on each story of the build- 
ing, front and rear. 

Resolved, That a failure to comply with the foregoing rule shall work a 
forfeiture of all policies hereafter issued. 

Resolved, That the secretary publish these resolutions in three of the city 
papers. 





The Northwestern Mutual Life. 


Notice having appeared in the daily papers that an application had been 
made to Judge Donohue for an attachment against the property of the 
Northwestern Mutual Life, in this city, at the suit of Jeremiah Cannon, 
The Chronicle thus states the facts of the case: 


One Lloyd some time ago insured his life in the company, through the 
agency in this city, in the sum named and afterward assigned the policy 
to Watson. Not long since Lloyd, being then in California, died, and the 
proof of his death having been regularly made, the company proffered 
payment on the execution of a joint acquittance by Watson and Lloyd’s 
administator ; but Watson demanded the full amount without reference 
to the administrator, and this being refused, brought suit in a State court, 
which suit on motion of the company was transferred to a Federal court. 
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Thereupon Watson dismissed his action and assigned his claim 

non, who now sues, probably in collusion with Watson, ip the . Cen. 
compelling a settlement regardless of any rights of Lloyd's estat ag 
non is a resident of Wisconsin and would naturally be expected - 
duct his litigation at home, but he seems to prefer a forum remeng) ‘a 
his residence. The company will give bonds, apply for the cal € from 
of a receiver of the fund and pay it into court to await the joe 
of any question that may arise between the assignee and Lloyd’s sini 
istrator. _ 


Loss Ratios of English Fire Companies. 


SomE of our American contemporaries have published, as a reprint f 

a London insurance paper, what purports to be an experience table of 
British fire companies for 1881, the whole of the figures in which refe : 
the business of 1880, with the exception of the Union Fire wh bd 
accounts are made up to the end ofJune, and two or three other com cae 
who include one or two months of 1881. We have compiled a ne 
below, a tabular statement, for both years, of the loss ratios of med rig 
seven companies arranged in alphabetical order : i 








PERCENTAGES 
OF Lossgs To 
COMPANIES. Prem. Income, 


a 


1880, 1881, 





Alliance........ . 44-79 
Atlas -.- | 53-20 
Caledonia ..-- . — ad 53-40 
Commercial Union , 61.62 
Fire Insurance Association ae 
General e 
Guardian... “pd 
Hand-in-Hand 

EE caskcatester sion 

Lancashire 


Law Union 

Lion Fire 

Liverpool and London and Globe 

London and Lancashire 

London Assurance 

SSS EEE CR ea — aired ‘ 

North British and Mercantile ‘ 68.39 

NS be a as cinied 6. 63. 
ueen 31 

Rove Exchange ° 5. bi 

Royal . -| re wie 

NS RET LER AE IO OE SY 2 | » 43-65 

Scottish Union and National aoe : 5.50 

Standard A saa 71.62 

West of England . 57-95 

Yorkshire . wales 





Mean ratio - . | 59-33 


The percentage of the Union, June, 1880, to June, 1881, was 59.62. No 
‘‘ first year’s” ratios are given, as such do not include any unexpired risks 
of a previous account. Ina few instances the 1880 include part of the 
business of 1881, and the 1881 part of that of the current year. The 
‘* mean ratio,” or mean Of the ratios, is not the same as a ratio of totals 
but will be found to approximate pretty closely, being, probably, from 
one to two per cent less; it is equally useful for comparison. The Lon- 
don and Staffordshire has been omitted as being an exceptional case,— 
Post Magazine, London, 


Danger of Public Steam Supply. 


Tue American Architect of Boston relates the following : ‘‘ An illustration 
of the possible dangers of the system of public steam-supply, which is 
now rapidly coming into vogue, is furnished by an accident occurring 
this week at Lynn, Mass. In that town steam has been supplied for some 
time to customers by means of pipes laid in the streets, and on Monday 
morning one of the street mains blew up with a loud explosion, hurling 
stones and gravel in every direction to a distance of forty or fifty feet. 
Nearly every window was broken in the neighboring buildings, and some 
of these received other injuries, while'a woman who happened to be 
passing by was seriously hurt. The accident is explained by the daily 
papers, in their usual satisfactory manner, as having been due “to a 
cumulation of water in the pipes.” It seems this 1s the third explosion 
of the same kind which has taken place in Lynn within two weeks. After 
the first one an engineer was discharged, on the ground that his careless 
ness in ‘‘ allowing water to stand in the pipes” had caused the accident, 
but he appears to deny his guilt, and says that ‘‘ the system of pipe-laying 
is not correct.” If we were not afraid of hurting the feelings of the 
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Citizens’ Steam Company, we should say that both these explanations 
were simply ridiculous, and that the obvious cause of the explosion was 
ihe inability of the pipes to resist the strain upon them. Whose fault this 
may have been we do not care to inquire, but we may suggest that it 
would not be very difficult to ascertain in case of need. Meanwhile, we 
trust that the engineers of the new steam-heating companies in other cities 
we laying pipes which they are sure will not burst out of resentment at 
being improperly laid, or because of water being allowed to standin them. 
An explosion in Broadway, for instance, would be a serious matter, even 
fitamounted only to the hurling of a few hundred paving-stones over the 
passers-by OT through the plate-glass show-windows which line the street. 
But while we hope that the Broadway steam-pipes may be stout enough 
odo their work for many years to come, the worst catastrophe that a de- 
fect in them could occasion would be insignificant in comparison with the 
explosion of a main pipe in the Prall system of distribution of super- 
heated water, which was once discussed in New York, but seems now to 
be happily abandoned. Remembering that a given body of steam ata 
pressure of one hundred and fifty pounds to the square inch would expand 
on being set free only to five or six times its previous bulk, while an 
equal body of water under the pressure proposed in the Prall system 
would expand at the instantof the breaking of a pipe to at least five thous- 
and times its original volume, the comparative violence of the two kinds 
ofexplosion will be sufficiently manifest. Even the firing of an equal 
bulk of gunpowder would produce less effect than the sudden setting free 
ofacolumn of water heated to four hundred degrees Fahrenheit, and if 
the bursting of an ordinary steam main is sufficient to throw the stones 
and earth of the street above it through the topmost windows of the abut- 
ting houses, that of a hot-water pipe of equal capacity would not leave a 
building standing along the line of its course. 


New York Agency of the Northwes ern Mutual. 


H. M. MuNSELL, general agent at New York of the Northwestern Mutual 
Life, has issued the following circular letter : 


Please take notice that the undersigned has resumed the sole 
agency of this company for this district. All business communi- 
cations should be addressed to me personally. It will be my 
endeavor to make your dealings with this agency, if possible, 
more pleasant and profitable than ever before. With just pride 
I direct your attention to the continued and unparalleled growth and 
prosperity of our country, and especially of this company, whose surplus 
and dividends exceed those of any other similar company, and also to the 
fact that our policies are the only ones that ever become self-supporting 
and double in value. Having adopted the best features of real life insur- 
ance developed in the past twenty years, we give the most concise and 
simple forms of policies, which are non. forfeitable, except by intentional 
neglect, and at the lowest cost, owing to our largest dividends. Based 
upon business calculations and experiences, we offer the safest insur- 
ance, the fewest restrictions, and at a less cost than any of the ten leading 
life insurance companies. It will afford me pleasure to give you any de- 
sired assistance and information at all times, and to meet you at this 
agency, established by me in 1869, or at your office, as you may prefer. 

fore insuring, please examine our forms and terms of insurance, and 
especially our addition and endowment plans, now securing general ap- 
proval and attention, and paying unequaled profits. 


The Union Mutual Life Insurance Company. 


Notice was recently made in these columns of the opening of the new 
building of the Union Mutual Life at Portland. The Portland Times 
gives the following account of the cost of the improvement and the busi- 
hess of the company : 


Before the improvements were made the building stood in the com- 
panys assets at $50,000. Improvements will cost about $55,000 more. 
Tentable portion of the building will be about $4300 per annum. As- 
suming the building to stand at $105,000 it will equal 4 per cent on the 
livestment, an amount that the law of the State requires the company to 
‘amon the average on its assets. Se that on this basis the rent of the 
company’s portion will be only the expenses of maintaining the building. 
_ The Union Mutual Life Insurance Company was chartered by the Leg- 
islature of the State of Maine July 17, 1848 ; commenced business Octo- 
1, 1849, and up to January 1, 1882, had issued over seventy-four thou- 
sand Policies, It has paid to the widows and orphans and beneficiaries 
under its policies $6,876,901.71, and has paid to the surviving members un- 
cerendowment policies and annuities $2,428,089.69. It has returned to 
MS policyholders in the way of dividends $3,996,441.27, and for surren- 





dered and lapsed policies $5,267,284.02. The total payments to policy- 
holders have been $18,568,716.74. 

During the first six months of this year the company issued 1017 policies, 
insuring $1,764,570, a gain in number of 301 policies and $551,368 in 
amount. The present assets of the company are over $6,000,000. The 
policies issued by the Union Mutual are incontestible after three years 
for any cause except fraud. 


New Hampshire Fire Insurance Company. 

THE twenty-fifth semi-annual statement, dated July 1, shows that this pros- 
perous company has made a long stride in advance, in point of receipts, 
financial strength and comparative rank with the leading insurance com- 
panies of thecountry. All the 182 stockholders doubled their investment 
and paid in $250,000 additional stock, and the certificate of the Insurance 
Commissioner to that effect is published. The company now has $500,000 
capital, and $879,430.49 cash assets, well-invested, for the security of pol- 
icyholders. The ratio of assets to liabilities is claimed to be higher than 
in any company doing business in the State, and that the protection and 
security offered is not excelled. The twenty-fifth semi-annual statement 
of this company is remarkable, when the great mortality of insurance 
companies, and the woeful waste of property by numerous fires, is con- 
sidered. Of the fifty-two stock companies doing business in New Hampshire 
in 1870, only sixteen remain; a score of others have come and gone and 
most of the State mutual companies have wound up in the foolish and 
fallacious attempt to do ‘‘cheap insurance.” 

The New Hampshire, by prudence, economy and the science of under- 
writing, with reliable agents and rigid scrutiny in selecting only produc- 
tive property, with reliable owners, for risks; prompt payment of losses ; 
and excellent financial management, has won a good share of the best 
patronage, and, as shown by the figures, with successful results. While 
the numerous fires of the past year have caused several companies to with- 
draw from the hazardous business, and reduced the assets of others, this 
company ‘‘ moves along the even tenor of its way,” winning confidence 
and good risks. With a large and able board of directors, the destiny of 
the company is ably managed by ex-Governor James A. Weston, Presi- 
dent ; Hon. Samuel N. Bell, Vice-President ; John C. French, Secretary, 
and Geo. B. Chandler. Treasurer. 





Law's Insurance Agency, Cincinnati. 

Dr. Joun S. Law, the founder of this agency, was appointed agent of the 
Royal Insurance Company of Liverpool, in June, 1852, over thirty years 
ago. This was one of the first agencies the Royal established in this 
country, and it has proved one of the most successful. Dr. Law early 
associated with him in this agency his son, John H. Law, who re- 
mained with him for a number of years, and was then agent of several 
Eastern companies on his own account, still retaining the position with 
his father. In 1871, thisagency was made a general one, comprising the 
States of Ohio, Indiana and West Virginia, and Messrs. John S. Law & 
Son were appointed managers and continued in charge until the death of 
Dr. Law, in 1877. 

John H. Law was then the active manager of the agency, until about 
one year ago, when his brothers Charles H. and Geo. W. Law became as- 
sociated with him. 

During these years the business of the Royal had grown, until last year 
it was over $200,000 from about 250 agents. 

In 1873 the Fire Association of Philadelphia was added to this 
agancy, the territory for this company being Ohio and Indiana. The 
business of the Fire Association for the present year will aggregate nearly 
$100,000. 

In 1879 the London and Lancashire Fire Insurance Company of 
Liverpool was added to the list for the States of Ohio, Indiana and West 
Virginia. The business of the London and Lancashire for the year will 
reach nearly $100,000 in this territory. 

The local business of Law's Agency in Cincinnati is larger than that of 
any other, reaching over $121,000 in 1881. In the cultivation of this ter- 
ritory three special agents—Geo. H. Cook, B. B. Law and Frank 
Richie—are kept constantly at work. To conduct successfully so large 
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a business as centres in Law’s Agency requires a thorough knowledge 
of insurance and the field operated. The profits of this agency to the 
companies interested from 1852 to the present time aggregate nearly 
$2,000,000. For the companies interested, the Messrs. Law now have 
about 500 agents in their territory, from whom thry are in receipt of over 
$425,000 annually. The great success of this agency is due, in no small 
degree, to the high esteem in which its managers are held, not only by 
the army of local agents employed, but also by their friends and custo- 
mers everywhere. May they continue as successful in the future as they 
have been in the past. 





Small-pox Statistics. 


ON the 20th inst. Dr. Guy submitted a paper to the Statistical Society en- 
titled ‘‘ Two Hundred and Fifty Years of Small-pox in London.” Having 
stated that the primary object of his paper was to throw light on the epi- 
demic, the author said he placed side by side with the facts relating to it 
those relating to measles, as well as to deaths from all causes; and that 
from these data he calculated the ratio of the deaths by these diseases to 
the deaths from all causes in the years in which they occurred. Asa 
preliminary it was necessary to define anepidemic. In the case of small- 
pox reasons were given for taking the ratio of roo deaths by it in rooo by 
all causes, or 10 per cent, as an epidemic ; in the case of measles, 20 in the 
1000 ; in the case of whooping cough, 25 in the 1000, The general result 
arrived at under this head was that epidemics of small-pox so defined 
were in excess in the eighteenth century, and especially in the last half 
of it, less numerous in the seventeenth, but wholly absent in the nine- 
teenth. This last was the salient and notable fact established up to that 
point. The second heading, the maxima and minima comprised in the 
returns, afforded some striking results, “The highest figures occurred in 
the eighteenth century, the lowest in the nineteenth. In one year of this 
latter century the figure fell so low as 0.56, or alittle more than 1 in 2000! 
So also of the third heading. It wasshown that the intervals between the 
epidemics, which ‘averaged four years in the seventeenth century, averaged 
only two years in the eighteenth ; while the highest figures of the nine- 
teenth century, which fell short of too, were separated by no less than 
fifty-six years. When similar inquiries were carried out in respect of 
measles and whooping cough, thuse diseases were found to move in the 
opposite direction of small-pox, They increased in the nineteenti cen- 
tury, while small-pox decreased, The concluding and most i-nportant 
part of the paper treated of the beariny of previous facts and inferences on 
the effects of inoculation and vaccination. Treating first of inoculation, 
the author referred to the conflicting views of Blane and Gregory, 
and adduced figures in support of Dr. Gregory’s contention that 
inoculation had on the whole reduced the mortality from small-pox. 
But the effect was shown not to be considerable. Turning to vaccination, 
Dr. Guy addressed himself to the task of replying to the question—Is 
vaccination a preventive of small-pox? He began by re-stating such of 
the facts he had already established as bore upon the solution of that 
question. In the nineteenth century, during which vaccination was becom- 
ing more and more general, the old epidemics of 10 per cent ceased, but 
their prevalence at the end of the eighteenth century showed that small- 
pox had then lost none of its severity ; the curiously low figures to which 
the deaths by small-pox fell in the nineteenth century afforded another 
presumption of the efficacy of vaccination, These two facts alone served 
to justify the further examination of the matter.—Lcendon Insurance Re- 
view. 





The Sun Fire Office. 


There is a ring of business in the following announcement, published in 
a Chicago paper by A. H. Darrow, general agent, with headquarters in 
that city, of the Sun Fire office, of London: 


A contract has been completed between the above-named company and the 
Watertown Fire Insurance Company whereby the Sun Fire office abso- 
lutely assumes and controls all risks written by the Watertown Fire Insur- 
ance Company. 

U.S. Gilbert, Vice President of the Watertown Fire Insurance Company, 
is the Manager of the United States Branch of the Sun Fire office, at 
Watertown, N.Y. The present agents of the Watertown Fire Insurance 
Company will be retained, and the same polieies and other blanks of the 
Watertown Fire Insurance Company will be used until the new blanks by 
the Sun Fire office are received and adopted. 

There will be no changes in the conduct of the business, except to in- 
crease the lines upon all non. hszardous classes where desired. 

The Sun Fire office has complied with the stringent laws of the State of 
New York and been licensed to do business, and has deposited $700,000 
in United States bonds with the Insurance Department at Albany, N. Y., 
for the exclusive protection of its policyholders in the United States, which 
includes every policyholder of the Watertown Fire, and you not only have 
the same security that you have had, of the entire capital and assets of the 
Watertown |Fire, but also the amount deposited by the Sun Fire office 
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with the Insurance Department at Albany, and in addition to thi 
have the entire capital and assets of the Sun Fire office pledged S$ you 
ey of your policy. Bed for the 

Allow no one to disturb your faith in the policy you i 

town ; it has now the powiee cudecment pacailte. and i ae 
dorsed by the government i ity 4 
dig g ent itself your security would not be enhanced one 

Thanking my patrons for past favors and their confidence and tr 
posed in this company for so many years, and promising to continas ie 
security by the additional strength of the oldest and largest com ws bg 
in the world, I beg to remain very respectfully, _ 
A. H. DARROW, General Agent 
544 West Madison street, City 





An Attempted “Freeze-Out” That Didn’: Work. 


WE have frequently called attention to the methods adopted by Furber f 
the National Life of Chicago, and his satellites, to freeze out pollephets 
ers in that company, and to other operations of theirs that look toward 
their getting entire control cf the assets ofthat company. The Cincinnati 
Gazette reports the following case, where the attempt to freeze out a $10, 
ooo policyholder didn’t work as the managers anticipated it would: 
“From the bench of the District Court, yesterday, Judge Moore a 

nounced his decision in the case of Frauk G. Tullidge vs. The National 
Life Insurance Company, which came to him while on the bench of the 
Common Pleas. It was an application to compel the company to con 
tinue in force a policy of insurance for $10,000 on the life of the plaintift 
The insurance company claimed that there was a failure to continue pay. 
ments. A premium of $41, due September, 1880, was not paid until De. 
cember 31 following, and therefore the policy became void, Tullidge 
ciaimed he was entitled to have the policy declared in force, because he 
paid the premium within a reasonable time, and besides, at several times 
previous to the alleged default, the company had received premiums 
after the days they became due. Said Judge Moore : ‘‘ The only question 
to be determined is whether the insured in this case was led to believe 
that a forfeiture would not be claimed if the premium was tendered after 
the day when it became due bythe terms of the policy. In the case at 
bar tender was made and check for payment was given and received 
which was afterward returned with a declaration of forfeiture. The tes. 
timony shows that Mr. Tullidge was doing a wholesale business, was fre. 
quently away from the city, and at such times entrusted his business to 
his bookkeeper, and it became almost a custom for the company to re- 
ceive payments after the dates upon which they fell due. Tullidge was 
also told by the agent in Philadelphia that the fact that the payments 
were sometimes made after due made no particular difference.. The com. 
pany sought to stand upon the strict letter of the law, claiming that the 
agent had no authority to bind the company as the plaintiff claimed, but 
that his acts amounted to only a parole agreement. There is a principle 
recognized in the authorities, that where the parties are leftin as gooda 
condition as they were before the default, the court will relieve from the 
hardship of a forfeiture. Tullidge was not in bad health, was nota bad 
subject to take arisk upon, and the company is not prejudiced in that 
direction. Under all the circumstances this case comes within the line 
of the decisions, and I think that Tullidge 1s entitled to a decree in his 
favor. Judgment for the plaintiff.” 





“One Touch of Nature Makes the Whole World Kin.” 
THE Austrian correspondent of L’Argus, under date of May roth, tells 


the following good story : 

An insurance company of Prague agreed, through its agents, to furnish 
fire extinguishing apparatus, at its own cost, to the impecunious com 
munes of Poland, if a majority of the inhabitants would agree that, after 
the expiration of their present insurances, they would place such risks 
with the said Prague company. The commune of N. agreed to this 4 
year ago, and in consideration therefor received a fire engine. According 
to agreement, the inhabitants gradually replaced their insurance by poli- 
cies in the benevolent company, and its competitors were left to their &- 
penses and chagrin. The new pump worked splendidly, and was the 


pride of the commune. The agents of the competing companies helda 


consultation about this state of sffairs, and wrote long letters to theit 
principals, who, in their turn consulting, directcd the agents to request 
the authorities to convoke a communal assemblage and intorm the people 
that in consideration of the improvement and completeness of the fire ap- 
paratus cf the commune, the competing companies would now take is 
fire risks at a reduction of 20 p rcent. As soon as this nv w fact wis 
noised aboard, letters poured into the benevolent Prague office reciting 
the recent offer, 2nd stating that unless 20 per cent reduction in premiuo’s 
was made, the writers would feel forced to change location of insurance. 
The Prague company refused, and the result was th-t almost all of the 
fire risks of the commune were placed with the competing companies. 
Meantime the Prague company has sued the commune of N., demanding 4 
return of the engine. Verily, virtue is not always rewarded ! 
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MERE MENTION. 


_The New York Life has appointed A. C, Miller as its Michigan 
special agent. : 

_The Pennsylvania Fire Insurance Company of Pittsburgh, has en- 
ered New York State. 

_The Fire Insurance Association has appointed Beers & Kennison to 
be general agents, with headquarters at Galveston. 

—Donaldson & Co., of San Francisco, have been appointed Pacific 
coast agents of the Rhode Island Underwriters Association, by Buckman 
& Tillinghast, of Chicago. 

_£. D. Farnsworth, the San Francisco underwriter, has the sympathy of 
alarge circle of friends at this time, over the death of a son twenty-four 
years of age, who was buried on August 13. 

_The Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Company has 
pought the property Nos. 431-37 Walnut street Philadelphia, for $74,000. 
The company will erect a new building there. 

—The licenses of two co-operatives, the Pioneer Mutual Association of 
Union City, Ind., and the Mutual Endowment and Accident Association 
of Bath, N. Y., have been revoked by the Ohio Superintendent of Insur- 
ance, 

—The place of the deceased Richard W. Crisfield, chief correspondent 
in the New York office of the Liverpool and London and Globe Insur- 
ance Company, has been filled by Robert A. Maxwell, Mr. Crisfield’s as- 
sistant. 

—The current number of The United States Review, Philadelphia, is 
the liveliest we have seen for along time. Robert R. Deardon knows 
how to conduct a spicy insurance journal, and does not fail to make use 
of that knowledge. 

—Three dividends in all will be paid to policyholders in the defunct 
Globe Mutual Life. The second dividend, being ten per cent, will be 
payable the first week in September. The third dividend will be for 
about five per cent. 

—Lancaster, Pa., agents have taken a stand refusing to write new poli- 
cies, and threatening to cancel those in existence on property in the city, 
unless vigilant efforts be made to suppress incendiarism, so prevalent 
there at the present time. 

—A would-be facetious hotel keeper at Gainesville, Ga., issued a circu- 
larto underwriters assembled there last week, offering fr.e board to any 
who could insure against fire in the next world. It cannot be said that 
the advertising ‘‘ dodge” paid. 

George P. Treadway has brought suit against the president of the 
United Firemen’s Insurance Company and against R. S. Critchell & Co., 
who recently succeeded him as agents of the company at Chicago. Mr 
Treadway sues for $5000 damages. 

—John E. DeWitt, president of the Union Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany, sails for Europe on the steamship Adriatic, of the White Star line, 
to-day. Mr. DeWitt deserves rest, and we wish him éon voyage and an en- 
joyable time during his six weeks’ trip. 

—The following names are to be added to the insurance death list : Col. 
Asa Wentworth, president of the retired Connecticut River Insurance 
Company of Bellows Falls, Vt., aged 86 years, and Samuel Raleigh, C. A., 
manager of the Scottish Widows’ Fund, aged 67 years. 

—An interesting insurance ball game was played at Chicago on Satur- 
day last. The Springfield Fire and Marine nine defeated the Niagara 
nine by a score of 25 to 3. This makes up for a defeat previously sus- 

tained by the Springfield nine at the hands of the Niagara boys. 

—S. J. Ahern has been appointed general agent for Minnesota and 
adjacent territory, with headquarters at St. Paul, of the New York Life 
Insurance Company. Mr. Ahern has been editor of The Northwestern 
Chronicle, and has a reputation for business activity and perseverance. 

—Several carriage shops have been burned under mysterious circum- 
Stances of late, and it is now thought the cause of fire has been discovered. 
A tag, saturated with Valentine’s patent wood-filling, burst into flame in 
the carriage shops of Nathan Grafton at Forest Hill, Md., alittle over a 
week ago, and the same stuff being used in all carriage shops, the theory 
isadvanced that spontaneous combustion has been the origin of the fires 





referred to. A carriage maker thinks that a change has been made in the 
formula for making the wood-filling that renders it dangerous to use. 

—J. W. and R. W. Haines have organized an association in Iowa simi- 
lar to the West Middleburg Mutual (graveyard) Association, wound up 
some time since by the Ohio Supreme Court, and are making a vigorous 
canvass for business. The two gentlemen referred to are sons of the Sec- 
retary of the West Middleburg Mutual. 

—The home managers of the Sun Fire office have a true idea of the 
science of business economy. The company passed a very favorable 
year, and the directors have resolved to urge the employees onward to 
renewed exertions, by granting a gratuity of fifteen per cent to the officers, 
clerks and messengers on their salaries for the past year. 

—The schooner Alexandria, of Truro, N. S., abandoned at sea and 
picked up and towed into the barbor of New York by a pilot boat, was 
claimed to have 300 hogsheads of molasses on board. Instead, it is said 
that there was only found 175 hogsheads of salt water—an important dif- 
ference to the insurance companies, The cargo was insured for $11,000. 
The hull, which turned out to be a floating coffin, was also insured. 

—A chronic grumbler complains, in a daily newspaper, that some of 
the ‘‘ blasted, bloated bondholders” who run insurance companies get as 
much as $10,000 a year ‘*‘ fur doin’ nothin’.” We opine that the author, 
whoever he may be, has not one word to say against Mr. ‘‘ Tug” Wilson, 
who made $12,000 in exactly fifteen minutes, by allowing one Sullivan to 
punch his head, and it wasn’t badly punched either. Truly this is a queer 
world we live in; or is it the people, which ?— Zhe United States Review. 

—Charles P. Swigert, State Auditor of Illinois, will begin proceedings 
against insurance brokers and a number of reputable agents in Chicago, 
for doing an underground business for various companies favorably 
known in other States. There being some fifteen or twenty regulations 
required by the State from insurance companies, a different form of com- 
plaint will be instituted in many suits, and it is the completion of these 
forms, the auditor claims, which delays the commencement of the suits. 

—The Commerce Insurance Company of Albany passed through the 
first six months of the current year without adverse experience—the best 
that can be said of any company for the same period. The company re 
ported assets on July 1 aggregating $413,500, and net surplus of $143,870. 
During August a quarteriy dividend of three per cent on the capital has 
been paid. The name of this stanch company should not be confused 
with that of the Commerce of New York, whose final dissolution was 
announced recently. 

—lInquiry has been made at this office more than once as to the stand- 
ing of the Pueblo Insurance Company of Pueblo, Col. The company 
was organized recently with a subscribed capital of $200,000. It has been 
scattering its policies in New York and other States in which it is not au- 
thorized to do business. There are three hundred trustworthy fire insurance 
companies in this country, and more than half of these do business within 
New York and the other principal States. When the propertyowner hos 
given all these companies as much insurance as they will carry, then let 
him have recourse to the Pueblo if necessary. 

—Scientific men in Japan are now discussing the possibility of utilizing 
the internal heat of the earth. Ata recent meeting of the Setsmological 
Society, Mr. Milne read a paper in which he said that the fact that there 
was an unlimited supply of energy in the interior of the earth had been 
generally overlooked, although portions of it crop out in countries like 
Japan, Iceland and New Zealand, inthe form of hot springs, solfataras, 
volcanoes, etc. He stated that there is an unlimited supply of water in 
hot springs within a radius of roo miles around Tokio; and that the 
heat of these springs could be converted into an electric current and trans- 
mitted to the town. 

—The devil of acertain printing establishment in Delaware, O., in the 
innocence of his heart, landed the assessment notices of the Delaware 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company in the office of a very able competitor. 
Said agent not knowing but the package contained the ‘“‘tail end” 
of some of his work, opened it. Lo and behold a revelation! It was a 
job belonging to the Delaware Mutual, proving to be the notices of as- 
sessmments levied by that Cheap John concern, extending back and 
covering premium notes in force for the years 1880 and 1881, and includ- 
ing 1882. Our friend did not undertake to send out the notices, but 
politely referred the boy to the Delaware office. Asa result of this mistake, 
a midnight session of the board of directors was called, and the secretary 
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was ordered to purchase the latest and most approved form of pad-lock, 
in order to properly secure future assessment notices and any other val- 
uable documents likely to be in his possession. 


—The following story is clipped from The Chicago Times, of recent 
date: Years ago, when the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher was pastor of a lit- 
tle church in Indianapolis, he was disturbed one Sunday evening in the 
midst of a long prayer by a sudden commotion in the congregation, fol- 
lowed by an almost preternatural stillness. Of course his eyes were 
closed, but the silence soon seemed so sepulchral in its intensity that he 
could endure it né longer, so he opened them. Nota living being beside 
himself was in the church. An alarm of fire had sounded down the 
street, an engine had come trundling by, and every man, woman and child 
had rushed out to ‘‘ run with the machine.” 

—During the present month the National Board has offered the follow- 
ing rewards for the detection and conviction of incendiaries : $250, rolling 
mill, pattern shop and machinery of Moore & Johnson, at East St. Louis, 
fired March 18 last; $350, Louis Greenberg & Co.’s dry-goods stock, at 
Cannelton, Ind., fired July 7; $250, S. E. Houser & Co.’s frame store and 
contents, at Williamsburgh, III., fired July 6 ; $150, Samuel Early’s dwell- 
ing, at Constantine, Mich., fired July rt ; $500, Turner Hall building, at 
Omaha, Neb., fired July 14; $400, premises of W. E. Freeman, at St. 
Paul, Neb., fired July 18 (by this fire a block of buildings was destroyed); 
$250, Broderick, Sonderlin & Nortons’ frame ice house and contents, at 
West Troy, Town of Watervliet, N. Y., fired July 22. 

—The German people are an easy-going, light-hearted and healthy 
race. They encourage exercise in the open air, and are less disposed to 
dissipation than their French or Austrian neighbors. Thus it would 
seem natural that the statistics of longevity in Prussia should be favor- 
able. In December, 1880, there were living 359 persons who were at 
least 100 years old, 128 of them being men and 231 women, Of the men 
thirty-two were still married ; of the women five were. Twelve of the 
men had never married, and nine of the women never had. Of persons 
born between 1781 and 1790, 5365 were still living, the men being 2025 in 
number and the women 3330. The records further show that 77,668 
persons aged eighty years or over are living in Prussia. 


—Manager James Yereance, of the London and Lancashire, received 
high praise the cther day by a young New York broker, says The Insur- 
ance World, Pittsburgh. The broker said he was just commencing busi- 
ness when he entrusted a heavy line to an old agent. The running insur- 
ance expired Sunday noon, and at four o’clock Saturday afternoon the 
agent returned it to him at an uptown office, unplaced, after keeping it 
twenty days. He only had time that night to find the manager of the 
Royal, who bound a part and gave him a card to the private house of Mr. 
Yereance. Sunday morning the broker called, found the two bright lights 
of the house were dead; yet, under such painful circumstances, the afflicted 
father bound the risk to save the young man’s business reputation. 


—P. T. Barnum should at once avail himself of the following para- 
graph to getalarge amount of free advertising: In his report to the 
Board of Health for May, Dr. Montgomery, the Health Officer of Louis- 
ville, reports seventy-five cases of small-pox and fourteen deaths during 
the month as against twenty-six cases and five deaths in April. Hethinks 
that a large number of the deaths in the hospitals were caused by the 
patients having used ice, and says that he has observed that every case 
that ate ice or drank ice-water in the primary fever had hemorrhagic 
small-pox and died. He suggests that the circuses in April were the 
m ans of spreading the disease. No persons recently vaccinated have 
contracted it, and in one case six or eight children fully exposed to a case 
which remained in the house in which they were living, and who had been 
vaccinated the preceding winter, escaped the disease. 


—The New York Tribune says that Croton water takes singular freaks 
at times, although generally it maintains itself quietly at a very low level. 
fhe Commissioner of Public Works indignantly denies the charge that 
the supply of water for this city is manipulated so as to make the need of 
a new aqueduct and new reservoirs seem more imperative. No one is at 
liberty to doubt the Commissioner’s word, of course. But it is a singular 
coincidence that on the very night of the day on which complaints from 
suspicious residents of Murray Hill were made to the Mayor, the Croton 
suddenly began to flow on the fourth floors of houses in that neighbor- 
hood where there has not been adrop of water at that height for three years. 
We have always maintained that the officials in charge kept us ona short 
supply of water in order to make the public demand the adoption of their 
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plans for spending $25,000,000 or $30,000,000 to duplicate the Croton sys. 


tem. If they would adopt the salt water high-pressure system ata Cost of 
$10,000,000 there would be such a reduction in the consumption of Croton 
that the present system would suffice for a quarter of a century to come 
and the city would have immunity against conflagrations, the apprehension 
of which makes property owners tremble. 


—A burning lake covering five square miles of surface would be a curi- 
osity tolook upon. The foreign papers tell how from one of the chief 
naphtha wells of Russia the liquid shoots up as from a fountain, and has 
formed a lake four miles long and one and a quarter wide. Its depth is, 
however, only two feet. This enormous surface of inflammable liquid 
recently became ignited, and presented an imposing spectacle, the thick 
black clouds of smoke being lighted by the lurid glare of the central co}. 
umn of flame, which rose to a great height. The smoke and heat were 
such as to render a nearer approach than one thousand yards’ distance 
impracticable. Suitable means for extinguishing the fire were not at hand, 
and it was feared that the conflagration would spread underground in 
such a manner as to cause an explosion. This supposition led many 
inhabitants of the immediate vicinity to remove to a safer distance, The 
quantity of naphtha on fire was estimated at four and one-half million cubic 
feet. The trees and buildings within three miles’ distance were covered 
with thick soot, and this unpleasant deposit appeared on persons’ clothes, 
and even on the food in the adjacent houses. Not only was the naphtha 
itself burning, but the earth which was saturated with it was also on fire, 
and ten large establishments, founded at great expense for the develop. 
ment of the trade in the article, were destroyed. 


—The Supreme Court of Louisiana gave a notable decision in affirming 
judgment for the plaintiff in Godchaux vs. the Merchants Mutual Insur. 
ance Company. After an adjustment of loss had been agreed to and 
made, the following endorsement was made on the fire insurance policy ; 
‘* New Orleans, June 15, 1875, a partial loss on this policy, amounting 
to $7,905.09 is hereby acknowledged and made payable to J. J. Martin 
in sixty days after date. P. Fourchy, President.” The company after- 
ward refused to pay on the ground of a breach of one of the warrantiés 
of the policy. The company having been defeated on the trial of the 
case, it appealed to the Supreme Court of Louisiana, but that Court 
took the ground that the suit was not an action on the policy but on the 
adjustment. Judge Fenner, giving opinion, said: ‘‘ The subject has been 
learnedly considered by the highest courts in Illinois and New York, and 
it is there settled that, where a loss has been adjusted between an insur- 
ance company and a policyholder, such adjustment is a new and inde- 
pendent agreement; that the action for such adjusted loss is a suit, not 
upon the policy, but upon the new promise or contract, and may be pro- 
secuted under the common count upon an account stated ; and that the 
company cannot set up in defence to such action breaches of warranties 
or stipulations in the orizinal policy. We fully approve of the general 
doctrine of these cases.” 


—The following interesting episode is recited in a special despatch to 
The Cincinnati Gazette: A reverend gentleman, pastor of. a church in 
Fairfield, Greene county, is accused of attempting to speculate, to the ex- 
tent of several hundred dollars, on the life of a young lady, by name Miss 
Mary Arnold, a consumptive. The accusation comes from the parents of 
Miss Arnold, who live near Brandt, Miami county, about five miles dis- 
tant from the speculative pastor’s parish, and is substantiated by the 
Ohio Valley Insurance Association. He invited the young lady to spend 
a few days at his house, which she did. She took $12 with her, and on 
her return home she had but $2, informing her parents that upon the ad- 
vice of the preacher she had joined a secret organization, which upon her 
death would pay them a large sum of money. This the preacher con- 
firmed, telling her parents that he had her life insured, but would not say 
for how much or inwhat company. He admitted that he held the policy, 
but would not show it. He said when she died he would pay all funeral 
expenses, and he did. A few days after the occurrence of death, he notified 
the Ohio Valley Insurance Association of the fact, and claimed the 
money, he having written the policy for his benefit. This company was 
the ‘‘ secret society”’Miss Arnold had joined. In his demand for the 
money, it is said, he represented Miss Arnold as one of his family, de- 
pendent on him for support ; but two days’ work by a detective developed 
the above facts. The culprit was not prosecuted, though, because of his 
clerical position and the desire of the insurance company to “‘avoid 4 
church scandal.” 





> 


Fa ae \\ 


Wwisahte 


ae oo” 2; Ue 6G ee See 


> 


